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Experience authentic learning opportunities 

in the Business & Entrepreneurial Centre

Innovation. 
Sustainability. 
Entrepreneurship.



Enterprise 

The actions of someone who shows some initiative by taking a 

risk by setting up, investing in and running a business.

The trick is to take calculated risks and to ensure that the likely 

returns from taking a risk are enough to make the gamble 

worthwhile.

The BEC is proudly supported by Owl Farm and associated partners
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To the St Peter’s Business and Entrepreneurial Centre (BEC), a culture of innovation and 

entrepreneurship, where we look into and beyond the curriculum of everything business 

related.

Welcome…

Through our close partnerships with leading 

industry innovators, such as Staples Rodway, 

Zuru™ and Milford Asset Management, St Peter’s 

students experience unrivalled authentic learning 

opportunities, actively engaging with business and 

entrepreneurial leaders in a variety of fields.

Our BEC graduates are enterprising individuals who 

are not only able to ‘think outside of the box’ but 

are equipped with the skills to succeed in business. 

Some already operate small businesses with big 

opportunities for growth.

What we study in the BEC

Agribusiness

Junior Enterprise and Commerce 

Studies

NCEA Levels 1 -3 Accounting, Business 

Studies and Economics

Scholarship Accounting and 

Economics

International Baccalaureate Business 

Management and Economics

What you'll gain through the BEC

Advice on academic pathways

Insight into daily business practise

Hands-on and virtual experience in the 

business world 

Practical opportunities to develop real 

businesses, invest in shares, pitch and 

market new products

Practical on farm experience

A culture of giving back

Learning about inventory subsystems, Year 12 Accounting students are with Sacha Coburn, Director and Brand Manager of 
Coffee Culture.
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Agribusiness combines agri-science, agri-

marketing, agri-innovation, agri-management and 

finance, with underlying themes of growing value, 

future-proofing and sustainability.

Overseen by Science and Commerce Teachers, 

the course involves a lot of experiential learning. 

You will be able to apply examples of industry 

‘best practice’ to conceptual learning within the 

classroom.

Visiting local businesses and doing work 

placements within agri-science and agribusiness 

sectors will be an integral part of the course. 

St Peter’s is ideally placed between two rural towns 

(Hamilton and Cambridge) where there’s a plethora 

of agribusinesses for you to learn from. 

Students can go from classroom to paddock in 

minutes. 

Unique to St Peter’s is Owl Farm, a demonstration 

dairy farm with 400+ cows on site. 

The joint venture between St Peter’s and Lincoln 

University is also supported by some of the biggest 

names in the dairy industry.

Agribusiness students make, market and sell 

value-added products. 

With a dairy farm, viticulture, bee-keeping, equine 

and turf culture, forestry and aquaculture already 

established on site, BEC students can take products 

‘from gate to plate’.

In doing so, you will combine business and 

enterprise with agriculture – gaining the best 

practical introduction to the infinite possibilities in 

agribusiness.

Agribusiness – the business of agricultural production – is a critical component of New 

Zealand’s economy, providing plenty of business opportunities beyond the farm gate.  

St Peter’s is one of a few exclusive schools offering the subject at NCEA Level 2 and 3, 

providing you with a stepping stone into New Zealand’s thriving rural sector.

Authentic learning in Agribusiness

Viticulture on Owl Farm
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geneticist

agricultural or horticultural 
consultant

operations manager

soil scientist

agronomist

marketing manager

business analyst

vet

trade negotiator

farm manager

A career for every interest

The list of possible careers in Agribusiness is extensive, including:

Field trip to Tatua dairy factory

Cheese making Bee-keeping on Owl Farm
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Beyond Accounting

The BEC is committed to teaching students’ financial capability as early as possible. We 

introduce financial capability to students from Year 7, making learning both practical and fun.

Regular initiatives include:

Sessions with business advisors and 

accountants from our key partner Staples 

Rodway

Financial capability workshops with Westpac, 

covering financially responsible saving, 

spending and investing

Industry guest speakers in the classroom, 

discussing accounts receivable and inventory 

sub-systems

An annual five-day Business Boot Camp at 

Massey University – an opportunity awarded to 

two outstanding commerce students

Collaboration with tertiary providers, including 

Lincoln University, University of Waikato, 

Wintec and Massey University.

You will be equipped to solve problems with 

innovative and sustainable solutions because 

theoretical lessons are backed up with practical 

business experiences.

Interactive money  
management skills

Money week, an annual 

initiative at St Peter’s, is a 

series of games designed to make learning 

about money management fun. 

Students from Year 7 to 13 are engaged in 

developing skills and knowledge to help 

them make well-informed financial decisions 

throughout their lives, including:

• Budgeting

• Setting goals and planning ahead

• Managing risk
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Business in the 
“real world”

Commerce is the foundation stone of the 

Business and Entrepreneurial Centre. It 

expresses the ideas of sustainability and 

choice. 

Guest speakers from our key partner Milford Asset 

Management regularly visit to support our BEC 

students in financial literacy and capability. 

Regular field trips will provide you with the 

exposure to the “real world” of Business and 

Government operations, gaining real insight into:

• Innovation

• Quality management

• Change management

• Employer/employee relations

• Cultural intelligence (business in different 

markets)

• Export and production processes

The annual Milford 
Investment Share Game 
sees students from 
Years 9 to 13 competing to see who 
can make the most ‘profit’ on the 
NZX Virtual Platform. 

Buying and selling shares over 12 weeks, 

students learn strategies around investing, 

predicting economic influences on 

businesses, understanding what good 

investments might be and why. All valuable 

life lessons.

Our most successful “investors” win a working 

day experience at Milford Asset Management, 

they also receive a cash prize.

BEC students visited the following places in 2017:

NZX

Westpac Trading Floor

University of Waikato

Waihi Gold Mine

Gallagher

Ebbett Volkswagen 

Field trip to Gallagher
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How to Make Informed Choices

Economics teaches us how to make informed economic choices and ensure better use of 

resources ie. how to solve the problem of scarcity.

Through the BEC, you will learn about allocative 

efficiency, market forces, price mechanism and the 

opportunity cost of decisions made.

Field trips will expose you to the “real world” of 

Economics and Government operations.

Where we’ve been recently:

Parliament

Banking sector

Reserve Bank of New Zealand

Tatua Dairy Factory 

St Peter’s Owl arm
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The BEC will enable you to engage with 

enterprise in a variety of unexpected and 

inspiring ways. 

Business Breakfasts

We regularly host breakfast meetings for 

students, parents and the wider community. 

Keynote speakers deliver presentations on 

many aspects of business, entrepreneurship 

and the economy. 

Past guests have included:

Air New Zealand CEO, Christopher Luxon

Director and President of Zuru, Nick 

Mowbray

Sir William Gallagher (of the Gallagher 

Group)

Diana Harrington of Emerald Group, an 

Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year

Tainui Holdings’ CEO Parekawhia McLean 

and CIO Craig Stephen

Dr Roger Brooksbank and Dr Steve 

Bowden (University of Waikato)

Authorised Financial Adviser for Milford 

Asset Management, Mike Cruickshank

Director and Brand Manager of Coffee 

Culture, Sacha Coburn

Building 
Enterprise 
Skills

Mike Cruickshank, Milford Asset Management

Christopher Luxon, Air New Zealand

Diana Harrington, Emerald Group
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St Peter’s Foundation Entrepreneur of 

the Year competition

This annual competition invites students 

to pit their businesses against other young 

entrepreneurs. The award recognises 

outstanding business ideas and sound 

business planning. The winner receives a 

$2,500 Milford Asset Management Share 

portfolio to help them further their vision.

Young Enterprise Scheme

Year 13 students are encouraged to set 

up and run their own business. It must be 

innovative and sustainable. Through this 

process, they are developing, implementing 

and reviewing business activity.

Market Day

Students in Year 8, 9 and again in Year 11, 

are encouraged to develop and sell their 

products in a real-life market situation. Key 

learnings are innovation, market research 

and product presentation, financial 

literacy, consumer law and marketing on 

social media.

International trips

Business in China

In 2018, BEC students toured China. The 

itinerary included visits to Zuru, Fonterra, 

Zespri and Volkswagen – experiencing 

how businesses operate on a global 

scale. Students also gained exposure 

to the Asian market, a critical market for 

New Zealand business.

Agribusiness and Tourism in Thailand

Also in 2018, the BEC students tour to 

Thailand. An experience focused on 

agribusiness and tourism including 

visiting a tapioca factory in Northern 

Thailand (hosted by a school on site), 

steel production in Bangkok (a business 

run by St Peter’s alumni) and learning 

about the rebuild of Phuket (tourism and 

horticulture) following the tsunami in 

2004. 
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Sustainability

Level 2 NCEA Business Studies classes work 

on projects to benefit the community. At the 

same time, they gain practical experience in 

project management. 

One group called “Forrest Buddies” 

fundraised to gift an edible forest to Patricia 

Avenue School’s Cambridge Unit. The idea 

was not just to give the school a mini fruit 

forest, but also to engage with them, involve 

them in the process and teach them how to 

plant the trees themselves. 

Our community projects tend to focus on 

working in rest homes, day care centres and 

primary schools, teaching students valuable 

lessons in giving back.

Innovation

Student innovators in Years 8, 9 and 10 were 

invited to pitch a new toy idea, firstly to a 

panel of judges, in ‘Dragon’s Den’ style. The 

top four groups then presented their ideas to 

Zuru Director Anna Mowbray via Skype, with a 

video presentation to support their pitch. 

Through this process, students have had 

to consider their target market, create a 

business presentation, make a realistic 

prototype and sell their idea to one of the 

biggest toy brands in the world. 

Ella Taylor and Leith Anderson won the 2017 

competition with ‘Escape from Planet Mars’, 

winning a $500 Zuru Prize Pack.

Entrepreneurship

Year 12 student Tom Montgomerie found an 

interesting concept, saw a gap in the market, 

made a plan and is now running Copper and 

Cream - a successful rolled ice-cream business 

- with exciting plans for future expansion.

Business planning, innovation and process 

saw Tom win the St Peter’s 2017 Foundation 

Entrepreneur of the Year competition. The prize 

was a $2,500 Share Investment Portfolio from 

Milford Asset Management.

Tom runs his business from a mobile unit at 

local markets around Cambridge and Hamilton.



Learn more. Go further with the BEC.

See our Business and Entrepreneurial Centre first-hand 
– call us for a personalised tour.

Phone Claire on (07) 823 3684  

or email clairep@stpeters.school.nz

www.stpeters.school.nz


